Arkansas Environmental Federation

Diamond Award for Excellence in Environmental Leadership

2014 Application Instructions & Requirements
Please comply with the following requirements when filling out your application.  Only those applications essentially in conformance with these requirements will be considered.

1 Industrial or Manufacturing members of the Arkansas Environmental Federation are eligible. Other member companies (such as an environmental consulting firm, etc.) are encouraged to help industry members in making applications.

2 Please complete one application per project using the space provided on the application.  Not all sections of the application are required to be completed, only those sections which are applicable to your project.
3 Applications may be submitted either electronically or by mail; electronic submissions are preferred.  Electronic versions of the Instructions & Requirements, Judging Criteria and application form are available on the AEF's website at www.environmentark.org.  Completed applications can either be e-mailed to tjarvis@environmentark.org or mailed to the following address:

Arkansas Environmental Federation





1400 W. Markham St., Ste. 302




Little Rock, AR  72201

4 Your application must be received or postmarked by September 5, 2014.  

5 Type size should be no smaller than the type size on this page (Times New Roman 10-point or comparable) and meet the wording limits specified in the application.

6 Support material (videos, brochures, press clips, photos, manuals, etc.) may be submitted with this application; however, support materials are not required.  If submitting support materials, you must submit five sets (enough for a copy for each judge). In addition, any ancillary materials are supportive and not part of the judging process. (Note: The winner of the Diamond Award for Excellence in Environmental Leadership will be invited to make a presentation during the AEF’s Annual Convention October 30-31, 2014, in Hot Springs, Arkansas, and all applicants will be provided the opportunity to do a table top display showcasing their project at the 2014 Annual Meeting.)  

7 Projects must show measurable results to be considered.  Projects must either have been initiated or completed within the past three (3) years or begin to demonstrate measurable results during that period.

8 Projects must either have been developed by an Arkansas-based company or by an out-of state AEF member for implementation in Arkansas. 

Arkansas Environmental Federation

Diamond Award for Excellence in Environmental Leadership

2014 Judging Criteria
The winner will be determined by an independent panel appointed by the Board of Directors of the Arkansas Environmental Federation.  The Diamond Award for Excellence in Environmental Leadership will recognize companies demonstrating initiative and/or leadership in managing their environmental affairs.  The criteria used to evaluate applications may generally include, but not necessarily be limited to, the following:

· Innovative solutions to an environmental problem

Does the project contribute new information on how to improve the environment?  Is it a new concept or process?  Has it ever been executed successfully before?   Is it the first time in Arkansas?  Is it a creative solution to a problem?

· Environmental impact

Does it make a significant contribution to protecting or improving the environment?  Does it reduce releases to the environment or conserve natural resources?  Does it reduce a significant percent of air contaminants, hazardous/toxic, water pollutants, or solid waste?  Is it beneficial to the economy, the environment, or local community?  Are people participating?  Does it tackle a difficult task?  Is it effective?

· Sustainability

How does this project contribute to a sustainable use of natural resources? Describe how the project reflects your company’s commitment to conservation and sustainability.

· Measurable 

Describe project results.  Can its contribution to environmental quality be measured?  Is the measure specific?  Is there a significant waste reduction?  How is the reduction accomplished (source reduction, on-site or off-site recycling, treatment or volume reduction)?  Are releases or discharges improved quantitatively or qualitatively?

· Educational

Does the project promote public awareness or education?  Does it include employee training or technology transfer?  Does it include “how to” guidelines/brochures/videos?  Does it encourage other environmental efforts?  Are employees involved in development and implementation?  Does it serve as a model for other efforts?

· Cooperative effort

Does this project involve a cooperative effort between multiple entities or organizations (city/state government, industries, civic groups, schools, citizens, associations)?

· Response to regulations

Does the project go beyond compliance?  Is it a response to pending regulations (within two years)?  Is it regulatory compliance?  Is it enforcement driven?

· Exceptional

Is the project self-sustaining or ongoing?  Does it go significantly beyond legal requirements?  Does it address other social needs, such as environmental equity?  Does it solve a serious environmental problem or result in a significant positive impact on the environment?  Does the project take place in an environmentally sensitive or critical region?
Arkansas Environmental Federation

Diamond Award for Excellence in Environmental Leadership

APPLICATION

	Application must be received or postmarked by September 5, 2014

	Please complete the following information, as applicable, when submitting your environmental project for consideration for the 2014 Arkansas Environmental Federation’s Diamond Award for Excellence in Environmental Leadership.  Use only the space provided on this application. Type size smaller than that used on this application will not be considered (Times New Roman 10 pt).  If you want to submit several projects, you may do so.  Submit one (1) application per project.  See “2014 Application Instructions and Requirements” and “2014 Judging Criteria” for guidelines on filling out the application.



	General Information
	Date     FORMTEXT 


	Name (company)
	
	

	Type of business or organization
	
	

	Business subsidiary of 
	
	No. employees
	
	

	Contact person & title
	
	

	Mailing address
	
	City
	
	State
	
	Zip
	
	

	Physical address 
	
	City
	
	State
	
	Zip
	
	

	Daytime phone
	
	Fax
	
	

	Email address
	
	

	Website address
	
	

	Total number of projects submitted
	
	
	

	

	Project Type:   (Check all that apply)

	____  Recycling  
	____  Waste Minimization
	_____  Nonpoint Source Pollution Prevention

	____  Composting
	____  Water Quality
	_____  General Environmental

	____  Technical
	____  Air Quality
	____  Sustainability

	____Community Outreach
	____  Conservation/Beautification
	_____  Other (list) ____________________

	

	NAME OF PROJECT:   

	              

	1.    
	Summarize the project in one paragraph.  Include project dates, who was involved, activity and location, and why the project was initiated.  (Summarize in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	
	


	2.
	Describe the project in detail (purpose, goals, history, description of the problem, accomplishments to date, how it is exceptional, etc.).  What type of environmental improvement was made and how was the improvement accomplished?  Are there any partnerships with the community?  Does it address a high priority environmental need?  Is it financially self-sustaining?  Does it go above and beyond legal requirements?  Is the project a response to anticipated future regulations or does it represent environmental leadership?  Does the project address health and safety concerns of workers or the community?  What measures of success are there, such as cost savings, cost of project, rate of return, employees trained, etc.?  Were there economic or other benefits for the local community?  (Describe in 600 words or less.)
	

	
	 
	


	3.
	Is this project innovative or creative in its use or application of technology or personnel?  If so, please explain.   Can the technology be transferred to either a large number of similar industries or does it have applications in other industrial sectors (i.e., SIC codes)?  (Explain in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	
	

	4.
	Describe how the project benefits the environment (for example, how it reduces hazardous waste; TRI releases and transfers, or air emissions; by source reduction, recycling, or water, energy, or other resources it conserves) and the specific waste streams that are being reduced.  Can the project serve as a model on how to achieve waste reductions?  (Describe in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	
	

	5.
	How do you specifically measure the success of the project?  (If applicable, include hard numbers:  pounds or tons of diverted waste, resources conserved, cost savings, year-to-year comparison, etc.)  What percentage of current waste is being reduced?  (Describe in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	
	

	6.
	Describe any educational, training, or outreach component to your program (brochure, video, manual, classes, seminars, etc.).  Have you worked with a school, city, or other organization to help them establish a similar program?  (Describe in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	
	


	7.
	Does this project involve the cooperation of different types of public, private, community, business, or citizen groups?  If so, please explain the cooperative effort and list all participating entities and their respective roles.  (Describe in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	 
	

	8.
	Estimate the cost of the project.  Give specifics, if applicable.  (Give specifics in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	
	

	9.
	Briefly describe the schedule or timetable of the project, including start date and dates of any major milestones.  Will this be an ongoing project?  What additional resources and/or activities are planned or committed to improve this project?  (Describe in 100 words or less.)
	

	
	 
	


Please ensure this application is received or postmarked by September 5, 2014 to:

Mailed Version (typed or CD)


Electronic Submittal
Arkansas Environmental Federation 

tjarvis@environmentark.org
1400 W. Markham St., Ste. 302



Little Rock, AR  72201


